[High prevalence of knee, but not hip or hand osteoarthritis in Beijing elders: comparison with data of Caucasian in United States].
To investigate the prevalence of knee, hip and hand osteoarthritis (OA) in the elderly of Beijing and to compare the prevalence of OA between the Beijing elders and the US Caucasians. Using the same standardized instruments and protocol as those in the Framingham Osteoarthritis Study, home interview, clinical examination and radiography were conducted among 1012 males and 1507 females, all aged 60 and over, on 4 central districts of Beijing with informed consent. The data of survey were compared with those of the corresponding US study. The prevalence of radiographic and symptomatic knee osteoarthritis was 42.8% and 15.4% respectively among the women aged 60 and over in Beijing, higher than those in Caucasian women of the same age. The prevalence of radiographic and symptomatic knee osteoarthritis were 27.6% and 7.1% respectively among the men aged 60 and over in Beijing, similar to those in the Caucasian men of the same age. The prevalence of radiographic hand osteoarthritis among the Beijing men and women aged 60 and over were 44.5% and 47.0% respectively, lower than those among the contemporary Caucasian in US. The prevalence of hip osteoarthritis among the men and women aged 60 and over were only 0.4% and 0.6%, significantly lower than those among the contemporary Caucasian in US. Compared to the Caucasian contemporaries, fewer Beijing elderly suffer from hand and hip osteoarthritis. However, knee osteoarthritis is much more prevalent, affecting millions of elderly Chinese.